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Profile
Geneviève ALMOUZNI, PhD was the Director of the Research Center of the Institut Curie
–Paris, a major Cancer research center, between 2013 and 2018. She has been the head of the
research Unit “Nuclear dynamics" (UMR3664 CNRS/Institut Curie) since 1999 developing work on
genome organization and function.

Her scientific  contribution has been central to define key mechanisms in chromatin assembly
from the basic unit, the nucleosome, up to higher order structure in the nucleus. She has
exploited various approaches from the development of in vitro systems, to the use of single
molecules and analysis of nuclear architecture giving rise to series of publications (over 200
peer-reviewed papers). Her work has also addressed implication of these findings for cancer
biology.

Her work has received continuous funding support, including  ERC grants. Member of several
international scientific advisory boards (EMBO Journal, Genes & Development, Cell, etc.) and
recipient of several international grants (Human Science Frontier, several European grants
(including ERC Advanced Grant), she received prestigious awards, most recently, Woman in
Sciences FEBS /EMBO (2013), member of the Académie des Sciences (2013), and AAAS Fellow
(American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2014). She was appointed as Vice-chair
at the EMBO Council in 2014 and elected Co-Chair of EU-LIFE alliance.

She has also invested in the development of the field of Epigenetics over the years through her
active participation in several EU networks, including her most recent role as coordinator of
EpiGeneSys, a Network of Excellence which aim is to move epigenetics towards quantitative
approaches and exploit systems biology strategies.

 

mailto:genevieve.almouzni@curie.fr
https://erc.europa.eu/
http://eu-life.eu/
http://www.epigenesys.eu/en/
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Current and previous positions
2013 - 2018 - Director of the Research Center at the Institut Curie, Paris, France
2009 - 2013 Deputy Director of the Research Center Educational Programme at the Institut Curie
2000 - 2015 Head of the Nuclear Dynamics dept, UMR3664, & Group leader of the Chromatin
Dynamics team, Institut Curie, Paris, France.
1999 - 2000 Head of the Genotoxicology and Modulation of the Gene Expression dept, UMR218
and Group leader of the chromatin dynamics team
1994 - 1998 CNRS ATIPE/ Junior Group leader, Chromatin Dynamics team in UMR 144-Institut
Curie, Paris, France.
1991 - 1993 Postdoctoral Associate, (EMBO and Fogarty funding) Dr. A. Wolffe, National Institute
of Health, Bethesda, USA.
1989 - 1993 Research scientist (CR2- CNRS), Dr. M. Méchali, Institut J. Monod, Paris, France.
1988 - 1989 Post-doctoral Fellow (short term EMBO) Dr. A. Wolffe, National Institute of Health,
Bethesda, USA.
1985 -1988 PhD thesis Dr. M. Méchali, Institut J. Monod, Paris, France.

Distinction and Awards
2016-2018 Elected Co-Chair of EU-LIFE
2015 European Academy of Cancer Sciences – 2015 Fellow
2014 Elected Vice-Chair of the EMBO Council
2014 Grand prix de Fondation de la Recherche Médicale (FRM), France
2013 FEBS/EMBO Women in Science Award
2013 Elected Fellow of American Association for the Advancement of Science
2013 Elected Fellow of French Academy of Sciences
2011 Elected Member of the EMBO Council
2011 Grand Prix Louis D. Fondation on Epigenetics, Institut de France
2011 Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur
2008 Elected on the Board of the International Society of Differentiation
2007 Elected Member of Academia Europaea
2007 Chevalier de l'Ordre du Mérite
2006 Grand Prix Cino et Simone del Duca Fondation, by the Institut de France
2005 Elected Member of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) of the EMBL Laboratory
2003 Member of the "Faculty of 1000 Biology"
2003 Prize from La Ligue contre le Cancer, Comité des Yvelines, France
2000 Elected EMBO Member
2000 CNRS Silver Medal (“médaille d’argent du CNRS”), Paris, France
1996 CNRS ATIPE (funding) & Junior group leader position at the Institut Curie, Paris, France
1991 EMBO Long term fellowship
1989 EMBO Short term fellowship
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Major Scientific responsibilities
Since 2013 Director of the Research Center at the Institut Curie, Paris, France
2012-2020 Coordinator of the Laboratory of Excellence (LABEX) ‘DEEP’ together with UMR3215-
U934 (E. Heard)
Since 2010 Scientific Coordinator of the European Network of Excellence EpiGeneSys
Since 2000 Head of the Nuclear Dynamics dept, UMR3664, Institut Curie, Paris, France.
Since 1994 Group leader of the Chromatin Dynamics team, Institut Curie, Paris, France.

Key publications
Year of publication 2018

Aaron Mendez-Bermudez, Liudmyla Lototska, Serge Bauwens, Marie-Josèphe Giraud-Panis,
Olivier Croce, Karine Jamet, Agurtzane Irizar, Macarena Mowinckel, Stephane Koundrioukoff,
Nicolas Nottet, Genevieve Almouzni, Mare-Paule Teulade-Fichou, Michael Schertzer, Mylène
Perderiset, Arturo Londoño-Vallejo, Michelle Debatisse, Eric Gilson, Jing Ye (2018 May 3)
Genome-wide Control of Heterochromatin Replication by the Telomere Capping
Protein TRF2
Molecular cell : 70 : 449-461.e5 : DOI : 10.1016/j.molcel.2018.03.036

Luigia Pace, Christel Goudot, Elina Zueva, Paul Gueguen, Nina Burgdorf, Joshua J. Waterfall, Jean-
Pierre Quivy, Geneviève Almouzni, Sebastian Amigorena (2018 Jan 12)
The epigenetic control of stemness in CD8+ T cell fate commitment
Science : 359 : 177-186 : DOI : 10.1126/science.aah6499

Year of publication 2016

Sebastian Müller, Geneviève Almouzni (2016 Dec 1)
Chromatin dynamics during the cell cycle at centromeres.
Nature Reviews Genetics : 192-208 : DOI : 10.1038/nrg.2016.157

Christèle Maison, Delphine Bailly, Jean-Pierre Quivy, Geneviève Almouzni (2016 Jul 19)
The methyltransferase Suv39h1 links the SUMO pathway to HP1α marking at
pericentric heterochromatin.
Nature communications : 12224 : DOI : 10.1038/ncomms12224

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molcel.2018.03.036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.aah6499
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrg.2016.157
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ncomms12224
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Lisa Prendergast, Sebastian Müller, Yiwei Liu, Hongda Huang, Florent Dingli, Damarys Loew,
Isabelle Vassias, Dinshaw J Patel, Kevin F Sullivan, Geneviève Almouzni (2016 Jun 11)
The CENP-T/-W complex is a binding partner of the histone chaperone FACT.
Genes & development : 1313-26 : DOI : 10.1101/gad.275073.115

Year of publication 2015

Hiroaki Tachiwana, Sebastian Müller, Julia Blümer, Kerstin Klare, Andrea Musacchio, Geneviève
Almouzni (2015 Apr 1)
HJURP involvement in de novo CenH3(CENP-A) and CENP-C recruitment.
Cell reports : 22-32 : DOI : 10.1016/j.celrep.2015.03.013

Year of publication 2014

Dan Filipescu, Sebastian Müller, Geneviève Almouzni (2014 Oct 8)
Histone H3 variants and their chaperones during development and disease:
contributing to epigenetic control.
Annual review of cell and developmental biology : 615-46 : DOI : 10.1146/annurev-
cellbio-100913-013311

Catherine Dehainault, Alexandra Garancher, Laurent Castéra, Nathalie Cassoux, Isabelle Aerts,
François Doz, Laurence Desjardins, Livia Lumbroso, Rocío Montes de Oca, Geneviève Almouzni,
Dominique Stoppa-Lyonnet, Celio Pouponnot, Marion Gauthier-Villars, Claude Houdayer (2014
May 23)
The survival gene MED4 explains low penetrance retinoblastoma in patients
with large RB1 deletion.
Human molecular genetics : 5243-50 : DOI : 10.1093/hmg/ddu245

Sebastian Müller, Rocio Montes de Oca, Nicolas Lacoste, Florent Dingli, Damarys Loew,
Geneviève Almouzni (2014 Apr 8)
Phosphorylation and DNA binding of HJURP determine its centromeric
recruitment and function in CenH3(CENP-A) loading.
Cell reports : 190-203 : DOI : 10.1016/j.celrep.2014.06.002

Sebastian Müller, Geneviève Almouzni (2014 Jan 1)
A network of players in H3 histone variant deposition and maintenance at
centromeres.
Biochimica et biophysica acta : 241-50 : DOI : 10.1016/j.bbagrm.2013.11.008

Year of publication 2013

Nicolas Lacoste, Adam Woolfe, Hiroaki Tachiwana, Ana Villar Garea, Teresa Barth, Sylvain

http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gad.275073.115
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2015.03.013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-cellbio-100913-013311
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-cellbio-100913-013311
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/ddu245
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2014.06.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbagrm.2013.11.008
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Cantaloube, Hitoshi Kurumizaka, Axel Imhof, Geneviève Almouzni (2013 Jun 25)
Mislocalization of the centromeric histone variant CenH3/CENP-A in human cells
depends on the chaperone DAXX.
Molecular cell : 631-44 : DOI : 10.1016/j.molcel.2014.01.018

Salomé Adam, Sophie E Polo, Geneviève Almouzni (2013 Apr 26)
Transcription recovery after DNA damage requires chromatin priming by the
H3.3 histone chaperone HIRA.
Cell : 94-106 : DOI : 10.1016/j.cell.2013.08.029

Miguel Casanova, Michał Pasternak, Fatima El Marjou, Patricia Le Baccon, Aline V Probst,
Geneviève Almouzni (2013 Jan 3)
Heterochromatin reorganization during early mouse development requires a
single-stranded noncoding transcript.
Cell reports : 1156-67 : DOI : 10.1016/j.celrep.2013.08.015

Year of publication 2012

Rhys S Allan, Elina Zueva, Florence Cammas, Heidi A Schreiber, Vanessa Masson, Gabrielle T
Belz, Danièle Roche, Christèle Maison, Jean-Pierre Quivy, Geneviève Almouzni, Sebastian
Amigorena (2012 Mar 8)
An epigenetic silencing pathway controlling T helper 2 cell lineage commitment.
Nature : 249-53 : DOI : 10.1038/nature11173

Year of publication 2009

Benjamin Klapholz, Bruce H Dietrich, Catherine Schaffner, Fabiana Hérédia, Jean-Pierre Quivy,
Geneviève Almouzni, Nathalie Dostatni (2009 May 1)
CAF-1 is required for efficient replication of euchromatic DNA in Drosophila
larval endocycling cells.
Chromosoma : 235-48 : DOI : 10.1007/s00412-008-0192-2

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molcel.2014.01.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2013.08.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2013.08.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature11173
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00412-008-0192-2

